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Brief Historical 
Summary

I n  t h e  g r e a t  p l a i n  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  o f  F r a n c e ,  t h e 

f u n c t i o n  o f  h e r d i n g  d o g  b e c a m e  w i d e s p r e a d  i n  t h e 

M i d d l e  A g e s ,  a n  e v o l u t i o n  l i n k e d  t o  t h a t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l 

p r a c t i c e s  :  u n d e r  d e m o g r a p h i c  p r e s s u r e ,  c u l t i v a t e d 

a r e a s  a s  w e l l  a s  s h e e p  a n d  c a t t l e  h e r d s  e x t e n d e d . 

To  r e c o n c i l e  t h i s  d o u b l e  g r o w t h ,  a n d  t o  c o n t a i n  a n d 

g u i d e  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  w i t h i n  v e r y  f r a g m e n t e d  p l o t s  o f 

l a n d ,  t h e  s h e p h e r d s  w e r e  h e l p e d  b y  d o g s  d e d i c a t e d  t o 

t h i s  t a s k ,  p r o c e e d i n g  f r o m  a n  o l d  s u b s t r a t e  o f  r u r a l 

d o g s  w i t h o u t  s p e c i a l i z e d  m o r p h o t y p e .  A f t e r  c e n t u r i e s 

o f  u t i l i t a r i a n  s e l e c t i o n ,  t h e s e  s h e e p d o g s  “o f  p l a i n ” 

w e r e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  c y n o p h i l i s t  s e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e 

1 9 t h  c e n t u r y . 

C o n v e n t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  l o n g - h a i r e d  t y p e  w a s  n a m e d 

“ B e r g e r  d e  B r i e ”,  a n d  t h e  s h o r t - h a i r e d  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y 

b l a c k  a n d  t a n  c o a t e d  t y p e  w a s  n a m e d  “ B e r g e r  d e 

B e a u c e ”.  I n  1 8 9 6  t h e  s h e p h e r d  d o g  F r e n c h  c l u b  w a s 

c r e a t e d ,  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  s t a n d a r d  o f  t h e 

b r e e d .
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• 	 B i g ,  s o l i d ,  h a r d y ,  p o w e r f u l ,  w e l l - b u i l t  a n d  m u s c u l a r,  b u t  w i t h o u t  l u m b e r.

General
Appearance
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J-P .  Kér ihue l  :  nowadays ,  many more subjects  than prev ious ly  are  employed fo r  herd ing 
(main ly  on cat t le) ,  wh ich i s  welcome.  But  a  number  o f  Beaucerons  overa l l  show too l ight 

bone s t ructure  and musculatu re ,  and a  too tucked up lower  l ine .  Th i s  cons t ruct ion  i s 
favored by users  because on the ground,  l igh tness  increases  v ivaci ty . 

However ,  the  coex is tence o f  two types  shou ld  be avoided and the compl iance wi th  the 
s tandard ensured.  F i f teen years  ago,  the  Beauceron was  o f ten  too heavy,  and the breeders 

r ight ly  w ished to  l ighten i t ;  but  now we see the oppos i te  excess .
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PROPORTIONS
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• 	 L e n g t h  o f  t h e  b o d y  s l i g h t l y  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  h e i g h t  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s . 

• 	 T h e  h e a d  i s  l o n g :  2 / 5  t h e  h e i g h t  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s .

• 	 S k u l l  a n d  m u z z l e  o f  e q u a l  l e n g t h . 
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HEAD
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• 	 T h e  h e a d  i s  w e l l  c h i s e l l e d  w i t h  h a r m o n i o u s  l i n e s .

• 	 T h e  t o p  l i n e s  o f  s k u l l  a n d  m u z z l e  l i e  r o u g h l y  i n  p a r a l l e l  p l a n e s

C R A N I A L  R E G I O N

• 	 F l a t  o r  s l i g h t l y  r o u n d e d  s k u l l .

• 	 T h e  s t o p  i s  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  p r o n o u n c e d .

FA C I A L  R E G I O N

• 	 	 B l a c k  n o s e .

• 	      N e i t h e r  n a r r o w  o r  p o i n t e d  m u z z l e

• 	 	 F i r m  a n d  a l w a y s  w e l l  p i g m e n t e d  l i p s :  t h e  u p p e r  l i p  s h o u l d 

            o v e r l a p  t h e  l o w e r  w i t h o u t  a n y  l o o s e n e s s .  A t  t h e i r  c o m m i s s u r e , 

         t h e  l i p s  s h o u l d  i n i t i a t e  a  v e r y  s l i g h t  p o u c h .

• 	 	 Te e t h  :  s c i s s o r  b i t e .

• 	 	 E y e s  :  s l i g h t l y  o v a l  i n  s h a p e .

J . -P .  Kér ihue l  :  the  muzz le  i s  not  rectangular  in  shape,  but 

s t ronger  than in  more lupoid  breeds .
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• 	 T h e  i r i s  s h o u l d  b e  d a r k  b r o w n ,  a n d  i n  a n y  c a s e  n e v e r  l i g h t e r  t h a n  d a r k 

h a z e l .  F o r  t h e  h a r l e q u i n  v a r i e t y ,  w a l l  e y e s  a r e  a d m i t t e d . 

• 	 E a r s :  S e t  h i g h ,  h a l f - p r i c k e d  o r  d r o p ,  b u t  n o t  p l a s t e r e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  c h e e k .

J-P .  Kér ihue l  :  Beauceron t rad i t ional ly  had cropped ears . 

The o tectomy was  banned in  2004 .  LOF  b i r ths  decl ined in  the 

fo l lowing years ,  before  re tu rn ing to  the i r  p rev ious  leve l ;  the 

measure  there fore  d id  not  durably  d i s tance the breed’s  lovers . 

When the dog i s  asser t ive  and at tent ive ,  i t s  ears  a re  ha l f  ra i sed 

fo rward,  wh ich g ives  i t  a  beaut i fu l  express ion .  I t  i s  the  ideal 

way to  car ry  them.  In  judgment ,  however ,  we are  fa i r ly  fo rg iv ing 

on th i s  po in t .

CO U

• 	 M u s c u l a r,  o f  g o o d  l e n g t h ,  u n i t e d  h a r m o n i o u s l y  w i t h  t h e  s h o u l d e r s .



8

S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

BODY

P
a

g
e

 | B
o

d
y

• 	 S t r a i g h t  b a c k .

• 	 T h e  l o i n  i s  s h o r t ,  b r o a d  a n d  w e l l  m u s c l e d . 

• 	 S l i g h t l y  i n c l i n e d  c r o u p .

• 	 W i t h e r s  :  q u i t e  v i s i b l e .

• 	 W i d e ,  d e e p  a n d  l o n g  c h e s t .  W e l l  l e t  d o w n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  e l b o w . 

T h e  g i r t h  o f  t h e  c h e s t  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  h e i g h t  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s  b y 

m o r e  t h a n  o n e  f i f t h .

TA I L

• 	 W h o l e ,  c a r r i e d  l o w ,  w i t h o u t  d e v i a t i n g ,  f o r m i n g  a  s l i g h t  h o o k .  W h e n 

i n  a c t i o n ,  t h e  t a i l  c a n  b e  c a r r i e d  h i g h e r,  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  t o p  l i n e .

J . -P .  Kér ihue l  :  in  a  show r ing,  a  male  who wants  to 

asser t  h imse l f  w i l l  somet imes  have a  “gay”  ta i l .  We 

can be len ient ,  as  long as  i t  i s  s t i l l  not  too erected and 

especia l ly  not  cur led on the back as  a  hunt ing horn .



9

S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

LIMBS

F O R E Q U A R T E R S

• 	 U p r i g h t  w h e n  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t  o r  i n  p r o f i l e

• 	 M u s c l e d  f o r e a r m s . 

• 	 F e e t :  L a r g e ,  r o u n d ,  c o m p a c t .  T h e  n a i l s  a r e  a l w a y s  b l a c k
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H I N D Q U A R T E R S

• 	 U p r i g h t  w h e n  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t  o r  i n  p r o f i l e .

• 	 T h i g h :  W i d e  a n d  m u s c l e d .

• 	 H o c k  j o i n t :  S u b s t a n t i a l ,  n o t  t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  g r o u n d ,  f o r m i n g 

         a  w e l l  o p e n  a n g l e  w i t h  t h e  s e c o n d  t h i g h .

J . -P .  Kér ihue l  :  but  cur rent ly ,  the  h ind angulat ions 

are  o f ten  on ly  “ jus t”  enough,  that  i s  to  say not 

su f f ic ient ly  pronounced.

· 	 M e t a t a r s a l s :  v e r t i c a l ,  s l i g h t l y  f u r t h e r  b a c k  t h a n  t h e  p o i n t  o f 

         t h e  b u t t o c k .

· 	 F e e t :  L a r g e ,  r o u n d ,  c o m p a c t .

· 	 T h e  d o u b l e  d e w c l a w s  f o r m  w e l l  s e p a r a t e d  t h u m b s  w i t h  n a i l s , 

         p l a c e d  r a t h e r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  f o o t .

J . -P .  Kér ihue l  :  th i s  character i s t ic ,  wh ich i s  a l so 

mandatory  fo r  B r ia rd  and Montagne des  Pyrénées , 

has  been inc luded in  the Beauceron’s  s tandard 

s ince 1911 .  Wel l  es tab l i shed in  the s tock,  i t s 

absence i s  ra re .  The double  dewclaw has  no use, 

but  i s  a  wel l -es tab l i shed t rad i t ion  in  the Beauceron. 

I t  had been probably  perpetuated in  the ances t ra l 

s tock because very  good workers  car r ied i t 

and that  the  choice o f  the  users ,  among the i r 

descendants ,  fe l l  on  puppies  which looked l ike 

them.
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GAIT/MOVEMENT

M O V E M E N T

• 	 S u p p l e  a n d  f r e e .  T h e  l i m b s  m o v e  w e l l  i n  l i n e . 

• 	 E x t e n d e d  t r o t  w i t h  l o n g  r e a c h i n g  m o v e m e n t

J . -P .  Kér ihue l  :  the  subjects  whose h ind l imbs  are 

not  angulated enough,  tend to  “s tand about” ,  that 

i s  to  say to  have a  less  e longated t ro t .
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· 	 S h o r t  o n  t h e  h e a d ,  3  t o  4  c m  i n  l e n g t h  o n  t h e  b o d y . 

· 	 T h e  b u t t o c k s  a n d  t h e  u n d e r s i d e  o f  t h e  t a i l  a r e  l i g h t l y 

         f r i n g e d . 

· 	 T h e  u n d e r c o a t  i s  s h o r t ,  f i n e ,  d e n s e  a n d  d o w n y , 

         p r e f e r a b l y  m o u s e  g r e y .

· 	 C o l o u r  :

         o 	 B l a c k  a n d  t a n .  T h e  t a n  m a r k i n g s  a r e  r e d  s q u i r r e l 

c o l o u r e d  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  s p o t s  o v e r  t h e  e y e s , 

s i d e s  o f  t h e  m u z z l e  ( n e v e r  a t t a i n i n g  u n d e r  t h e  e a r ) ,  c h e s t 

( t w o  s p o t s ) ,  u n d e r  t h e  n e c k ,  u n d e r  t h e  t a i l ,  l i m b s  ( w i t h o u t 

c o v e r i n g  m o r e  t h a n  1 / 3  o f  t h e  l e g ,  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  o n  t h e 

i n s i d e ) .  A  f a i n t  w h i l e  s p o t  o n  t h e  c h e s t  i s  t o l e r a t e d .

COAT

J . -P .  Kér ihue l  :  we are  cur rent ly  see ing a  lo t  o f 

too b lackened subjects ;  the  tan spots  d i sappear , 

especia l ly  those above the eyes .  Care  shou ld  be 

taken to  reverse  the t rend.
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COAT
H A R L E Q U I N

• 	 ( g r e y ,  b l a c k  a n d  t a n ) ,  t h e  c o a t  b e i n g  b l a c k  a n d  g r e y  i n  e q u a l  p a r t s . 
T h e  t a n  m a r k i n g s  a r e  t h e  s a m e  a s  f o r  t h e  b l a c k  a n d  t a n .

J .P .  Kér ihue l  :  the  act ion  o f  the  mer le  gene draws 

on the b lack mant le  jagged b lue gray par t s ,  ideal ly 

harmonious ly  d i s t r ibuted. 

Cur rent ly ,  there  i s  a  ra re fact ion  o f  har lequ in  subjects ;  we 

don’ t  even see one in  f i f ty .  Th i s  i s  p robably  due to  the 

fact  that  impor tant  b reeders  o f  the  var ie ty  have s lowed 

down or  s topped the i r  p roduct ion .

SIZE

• 	 M a l e :  f r o m  6 5  c m  t o  7 0  c m  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s .

• 	 F e m a l e :  f r o m  6 1  c m  t o  6 8  c m  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s .
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FAULTS : 
A FEW IMPORTANT POINTS

S E V E R E  FA U LTS

• 	 A g g r e s s i v e  o r  o v e r l y  s h y 

J .P .  Kér ihue l  :  a  Beauceron must  be se l f -conf ident .  However , 

one can be more len ient  in  judgment  towards  a  work ing 

dog,  ra re ly  coming out  o f  the  fa rm,  and which would  show 

i t se l f  to  be,  not  fear fu l ,  but  a  l i t t le  shy .

• 	 To o  l i g h t - b o n e d 

• 	 E y e s  t o o  l i g h t ,  o r  w a l l  e y e s  ( e x c e p t  f o r  h a r l e q u i n s ) . 

• 	 N a t u r a l  e a r s  c a r r i e d  t o t a l l y  u p r i g h t  a n d  f i r m .

• 	 R e a r  f e e t  t u r n e d  e x c e s s i v e l y  t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r . 

J .P .  Kér ihue l  :  the  feet  o f  the  Beauceron have a lways 

been s l ight ly  tu rned outs ide.  We do not  there fore  requ i re 

r igorous ly  s t ra ight  h indquar ters ,  but  toe ing-out  shou ld  o f 

course  remain  l ight .

• 	 S i m p l e  d e w c l a w s  o r  a b s e n c e  o f  d e w c l a w s  o n  h i n d  l e g s 

• 	 S h o r t e n e d  t a i l  o r  t a i l  c a r r i e d  o v e r  t h e  b a c k . 

• 	 C o a t :  C o m p l e t e  a b s e n c e  o f  t a n  m a r k i n g s .  S h a g g y  c o a t .  Q u i t e  v i s i b l e 

w h i t e  s p o t  o n  c h e s t .  H a r l e q u i n  v a r i e t y :  t o o  m u c h  g r e y ,  b l a c k  o n  o n e 

s i d e  a n d  g r e y  o n  t h e  o t h e r,  h e a d  e n t i r e l y  g r e y .
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