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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

Brief Historical 
summary

T h i s  m e d i u m - s i z e d ,  w i r e - h a i r e d  s c e n t  h o u n d  b r e e d  c o u l d  c o m e 

f r o m  t h e  f a w n  d o g s  o f  t h e  o l d  s e i g n e u r i a l  p a c k s ,  a  v e r s i o n 

o f  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  i n 

B r i t t a n y . 

K n o w n  f o r  i t s  e a g e r n e s s  a n d  s p e e d ,  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  “ b r i q u e t ” 

f o r m a t  f o r  w o l f  h u n t i n g ,  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  w h e r e  i t  w a s  s t i l l 

w i d e s p r e a d  u n t i l  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t  b e c a m e  s c a r c e  w i t h  t h e 

e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e d a t o r. 

I t  a l m o s t  t h e n ,  l i k e  o t h e r  r e g i o n a l  v a r i e t i e s  o f  s c e n t  h o u n d s , 

d i d  n o t  e x t e n d  b e y o n d  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y . 

B u t  t h e  C o u n t  o f  P l u v i é  a n d  M a r c e l  Pa m b r u n ,  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e 

b r e e d  c l u b ,  a r e  t h e  a r t i s a n s  i n  t h e  m i d -t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  o f  i t s 

r e v i v a l .
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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

• 	 A  b o n y  a n d  m u s c u l a r  d o g ,  v e r y  r e s i s t a n t  t o  w e a t h e r  a n d  f a t i g u e . 

A  q u i t e  a c t i v e  h o u n d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u i t a b l e  t o  d i f f i c u l t  t e r r a i n

GENERAL 
APPEARENCE
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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

HEAD

C ra n i a l  r e g i o n

• 	 S k u l l :  r a t h e r  l o n g .

H.  Gourdon :  the  width  o f  the  sku l l ,  taken at  the  leve l 

o f  the  tempora ls  and not  o f  the  zygomat ic  arches ,  i s 

equal  to  i t s  length .  A  sku l l  too wide does  not  deserve the 

Excel lent  on  dog shows.  The sku l l  i s  a l so  the same length 

as  the muzz le ,  and the i r  axes  are  para l le l .

• 	 M a r k e d  o c c i p i t a l  p r o t u b e r a n c e . 

• 	 S e e n  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t ,  t h e  s k u l l  h a s  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  f l a t t e n e d  a r c h  a n d 

d i m i n i s h e s  i n  w i d t h  f r o m  t h e  r e a r  t o  t h e  s u p e r c i l i a r y  a r c h e s ,  w h i c h  a r e 

n o t  v e r y  p r o m i n e n t .

 

H .  Gourdon :  th i s  shape o f  the  sku l l  i s  an  impor tant 

character i s t ic  o f  the  breed. 

• 	 o n l y  s l i g h t l y  m a r k e d .
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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

Fa c i a l  r e g i o n

• 	 N o s e :  b l a c k  o r  d a r k  b r o w n ;  w e l l - o p e n  n o s t r i l s

H.  Gourdon :  fo r  the  nose,  i t  i s  b lack that  i s  sought 

a f te r .  A  s l ight ly  washed-out  co lor  may be a l lowed;  we 

know,  fo r  example,  that  heat  fo r  a  b i tch  can in f luence 

p igmentat ion .  In  a l l  hunt ing dogs ,  wel l  open nos t r i l s  a re 

an impor tant  c r i te r ion  re la ted to  o l factory  per fo rmance.   

•     M u z z l e :  s l i g h t l y  t a p e r i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  p e r f e c t l y  r e c t a n g u l a r.

H.  Gourdon :  seen f rom above,  the  muzz le  i s  square . 

Seen in  pro f i le ,  i t  i s  more tapered than square,  wh ich 

does  not  mean p inched;  a  p inched muzz le  o f ten  goes 

together  w i th  an overa l l  lack o f  bone,  but  these are  ra re 

fau l t s ,  as  the s tock i s  genera l ly  wel l  bu i l t .  In  addi t ion ,  a 

muzz le  that  i s  too shor t  o r  too long does  not  deserve the 

Excel lent  in  dog shows. 

• 	 L i p s :  c o v e r i n g  w e l l  t h e  l o w e r  j a w  b u t  w i t h o u t  e x c e s s .  M o u s t a c h e s  o n l y 

s l i g h t l y  f u r n i s h e d .

H.  Gourdon :  the  fawn gr i f fon  does  not  have the drooping 

l ips  o f  some other  scent  hounds .  As  fo r  the  mustaches , 

w i thout  be ing as  marked as  in  the Vendéen fo r  example, 

they must  a l l  the  same be su f f ic ient .  A  gr i f fon ,  by 

def in i t ion ,  has  a  mustache!  

 

• 	 T h e  j a w s  a n d  t e e t h  a r e  s t r o n g ,  m e e t i n g  i n  a  p e r f e c t  a n d  e v e n  s c i s s o r s 

b i t e .  A b s e n c e  o f  f i r s t  p r e m o l a r s  i s  n o t  p e n a l i z e d

H.  Gourdon :  the  p incer  b i te  i s  to le rated.  In  judging, 

fo r  equal  qual i ty ,  a  subject  w i th  a  sc i ssor  b i te  w i l l  be 

pre fer red 

• 	 E y e s :  n e i t h e r  b u l g i n g  n o r  s e t  t o o  d e e p l y  i n  t h e  o r b i t s ,  d a r k  b r o w n 

i n  c o l o u r.  T h e  c o n j u n c t i v a  i s  n o t  a p p a r e n t .  T h e  e x p r e s s i o n  i s 

l i v e l y .

H.  Gourdon :  we are  care fu l  about  the  co lor  o f  the 

eyes ,  because not  long ago,  some gr i f fons  had eyes 

that  were  too l ight .  The qual i f icat ion  Excel lent  shou ld 

not  be awarded in  th i s  case  

• 	 E a r s :  f i n e l y  a t t a c h e d ,  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  e y e ,  j u s t  r e a c h i n g  t h e  e n d  o f 

t h e  n o s e  w h e n  d r a w n  f o r w a r d ,  e n d i n g  i n  a  p o i n t ,  t u r n e d  i n w a r d s 

a n d  c o v e r e d  b y  f i n e r  a n d  s h o r t e r  h a i r  t h a n  o n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b o d y . 

H.  Gourdon :  to  c lar i fy ,  the  l ine  o f  the  eye i s  the  l ine 

that  s ta r t s  f rom the top o f  the  nose and goes  th rough 

the center  o f  the  eye.  The f ine ly  a t tached ears  mean 

that  the  base o f  the  aur ic le  shou ld  not  be wide.  An 

at tachment  too wide usual ly  goes  together  w i th  a  sku l l 

too wide and a muzz le  too shor t . 
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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

NECK

• 	 R a t h e r  s h o r t  a n d  w e l l  m u s c l e d . 

H.  Gourdon :  wel l  musc led at  i t s  shou lder  a t tachment ,  the 

length  o f  the  neck shou ld  a l low the dog to  eas i ly  put  i t s 

nose to  the ground.  On the th roat ,  the  sk in  i s  not  loose; 

there  shou ld  be no dewlap.
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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

H.  Gourdon :  the  gr i f fon  has  fu l l  f lanks ,  a  s l ight ly  ra i sed 

under l ine .  I t  shou ld  not  be tucked up.

BODY

• 	 B a c k :  s h o r t  a n d  b r o a d .  N e v e r  s w a y b a c k e d . 

• 	 L o i n :  b r o a d  a n d  m u s c u l a r.

• 	 C h e s t :  d e e p  a n d  b r o a d .

• 	 R i b s :  r a t h e r  r o u n d e d .

• 	 T h e  u n d e r l i n e  r i s e s  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  t o w a r d s  t h e  r e a r.
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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

• 	 C a r r i e d  s l i g h t l y  s i c k l e - f a s h i o n ,  o f  m e d i u m  l e n g t h ,  l a r g e  a t  t h e  b a s e ,  o f t e n  b r i s t l y  a n d  w e l l - t a p e r e d  a t  t h e  e n d . 

• 	 I n  a c t i o n ,  t h e  t a i l  i s  c a r r i e d  a b o v e  t h e  t o p  l i n e  a n d  m a k e s  r e g u l a r  m o v e m e n t s  f r o m  s i d e  t o  s i d e .

TAIL

H.  Gourdon :  the  ta i l  i s  not  “gai ly” ,  wh ich would  be unsu i tab le  fo r  the  dog to 

move th rough vegetat ion .  I t  i s  not  car r ied ver t ica l ly  o r  complete ly  hor i zonta l ly , 

but  in  between,  and s l ight ly  s ick le- fash ion,  w i thout  lean ing backwards .  In  the 

gr i f fon ,  we have seen ta i l s  se t  too low fo r  severa l  years ,  resu l t ing  in  s lop ing 

croups ;  care  must  be taken to  cor rect  th i s  fau l t . 
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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

LIMBS
• 	 F O R E Q U A R T E R S 

• 	 T h e  l i m b s  h a v e  g o o d  b o n e  a n d  a r e  w e l l  p o i s e d .

• 	 S h o u l d e r :  o b l i q u e  a n d  w e l l  s e t  o n  t h e  t h o r a x

• 	 E l b o w :  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  b o d y

• 	 M e t a c a r p u s  ( Pa s t e r n ) :  s e e n  i n  p r o f i l e ,  s o m e w h a t  o b l i q u e . 

         S e e n  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t ,  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  b o d y

• 	 F o r e f e e t :  c o m p a c t  w i t h  t h e  t o e s  t i g h t  t o g e t h e r,  a r c h e d . 

         T h e  p a d s  a r e  h a r d . 

• 	 H I N D Q U A R T E R S 

• 	 W e l l  m u s c l e d .  T h e  l i m b s  a r e  w e l l  p o i s e d . 

          S e e n  f r o m  b e h i n d ,  t h e  r e a r  l e g s  a r e  p a r a l l e l ,  n e i t h e r  c l o s e  n o r  w i d e .

• 	 T h i g h :  l o n g  a n d  w e l l  m u s c l e d .

• 	 H o c k :  w e l l  l e t  d o w n  a n d  m o d e r a t e l y  b e n t .

• 	 H i n d  f e e t :  C o m p a c t  w i t h  t h e  t o e s  t i g h t  t o g e t h e r,  a r c h e d . 

         T h e  p a d s  a r e  h a r d . 
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MOVEMENT/GAIT

• 	 S u p p l e  a n d  e v e n ,  n e v e r  b o u n c y . 

• 	 H a i r :  c o a t  v e r y  r o u g h ,  h a r s h ,  r a t h e r  s h o r t ,  n e v e r  w o o l l y  o r  c u r l y .  T h e 

f a c e  s h o u l d n ’ t  b e  t o o  b u s h y .

H.  Gourdon :  the  ha i r  shou ld  not  have the length  o f  that 

o f  the  N iverna is  g r i f fon ,  fo r  example;  we must  be able 

to  d i s t ingu ish  the contours  o f  the  head.  The fawn gr i f fon 

must  not  be groomed.  A good brush  i s  enough.  To  present 

a  subject  on  dog show,  i t  i s  not  necessary  to  ep i la te 

i t s  rough cover ing ha i r ,  wh ich i s  an  impor tant  b reed 

cr i te r ion .

• 	 C o l o u r  :  f a w n  c o l o u r e d ,  f r o m  g o l d e n  w h e a t e n  t o  r e d  b r i c k  i n  h u e .  A 

f e w  b l a c k  h a i r s  d i s p e r s e d  o n  t h e  b a c k  a n d  e a r s  a r e  t o l e r a t e d .  O c c a s i o n a l l y 

t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  s m a l l  w h i t e  s t a r  o n  t h e  c h e s t ,  s o m e t h i n g  n o t  s o u g h t 

a f t e r .

H.  Gourdon :  30  or  40  years  ago,  the  red was  favoured 

in  dogs  shows,  cons ider ing that  i t  was  more aes thet ic . 

Bu t  there  i s  no  pre ference to  be had in  th i s  range, 

wh ich goes  f rom golden wheaten to  red,  as  long as  the 

nose,  mucous  membranes  and i r i s  a re  wel l  p igmented. 

As  fo r  the  whi te ,  wh ich comes f rom an o ld  cross ing 

wi th  the Vendéen,  i t  was  prev ious ly  seen on the ches t , 

fo requar ters ,  h indquar ters  and feet .  Se lect ion  removed 

i t ,  except  fo r  the  whi te  s ta r  on  the ches t ;  in  the  fawn 

gr i f fon ,  g iven i t s  numer ica l ly  smal le r  number ,  we are  less 

demanding than in  the fawn basset ,  and we to le rate  a 

spot  a  l i t t le  la rger .

COAT
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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

SIZE
• 	 M a l e s  a n d  f e m a l e s :  4 8  c m  m i n i m u m ,  5 6  c m  m a x i m u m .  à  0 , 5 6  m , 

w i t h  a  t o l e r a n c e  o f  2 c m  f o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  s p e c i m e n s .

H.  Gourdon :  th i s  un ique s i ze  was  adapted fo r  a  breed 

wi th  smal l  numbers .  Bu t  we rea l i zed that  the  s tock 

s i ze  had a marked t rend to  increase,  wh ich we could 

measure  by do ing a  s tudy over  ten  years . 

To  preserve compl iance wi th  the s tandard,  we have 

d i f fe rent ia ted the two sexes  :  in  the  new vers ion  o f  the 

cur rent ly  appl icable  s tandard (even i f  the  FCI  has  not 

yet  publ i shed i t ) ,  the  male  measures  50  to  56  cm,  the 

female  48  to  54  cm;  the s i ze  o f  the  la t te r  has  there fore 

been reduced.  We kept  the to le rance o f  2  cm above 

fo r  very  h igh-qual i ty  subjects . 
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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

FAULTS
A FEW IMPORTANT POINTS

• 	 B e v a h i o u r :  t i m i d .

• 	 W i d e ,  f l a t  s k u l l .

• 	 S u p e r c i l i a r y  a r c h e s  t o o  p r o m i n e n t . 

• 	 S h o r t  o r  p o i n t e d  m u z z l e .  H e a v y  a n d  p e n d u l o u s  u p p e r  l i p s .

• 	 E y e s :  l i g h t . 

• 	 E a r s :  f l a t  a n d  l a r g e . 

• 	 F r a i l  i n  a p p e a r a n c e . 

• 	 To p l i n e :  t o o  t u c k e d  u p . 

• 	 Ta i l :  o u t  o f  l i n e .

• 	 C o a t :  s p a r s e ,  s m o o t h ,  f i n e ,  s o f t .
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FAULTS
DISQUALIFYING FAULTS

• 	 A g g r e s s i v e  o r  o v e r l y  s h y  d o g s . 

• 	 J a w s / Te e t h :  o v e r s h o t  o r  u n d e r s h o t .

• 	 E y e s :  o v e r l y  l i g h t . 

• 	 P i g m e n t a t i o n  :  t o t a l l y  o r  p a r t i a l l y  u n p i g m e n t e d  a r e a s  o n 

         t h e  n o s e  o r  t h e  e d g e s  o f  e y e l i d s  o r  l i p s .

• 	 Ta i l :  k i n k e d . 

• 	 P r e s e n c e  o f  d e w c l a w s 

• 	 L o n g ,  w o o l l y  c o a t . 
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